Component 3 of the IWT:   Media – Joe Lauria WDAF-TV4 (FOX 4)

 Facilitator:  Nate Johnson
Affirmed value of NWSChat – Requested mention of siren activation
For big events, it is easy to cut in.  The marginal events are the tough call.

Digital conversion may reduce market size a bit.  Some in congress want to delay the transition to digital broadcasts…would cost money

Joe in favor of Broadcaster StormReady designation
Suggested use of SKYPE by NWS and EMs

Mark - Wants further implementation/standardization of NWSChat

Mark - Suggested exchange program for EMs and Media

Jim Meyers – Asked what can NWS to make life easier for Joe

Mark – Shorter fused tornado warnings…less than 45 minutes…prefers 20 or 25 minutes.

Dan – Must weight lead time required to evacuate facilities (medical care, schools, etc.) against shorter lead time

Brian – Supported Joe, mentioned could be disservice if nothing occurs.

Dan – Need for GIS data to assist in warning decision (duration) process.
Dan – Probabilistic warnings?

Joe – Multiple Storm-based warnings for the same county are very confusing for Joe and viewers “clueless.”

Lynn Maximuk – Question about pathcast.  Are cities in pathcast view as “absolute” or guidelines?

Joe and Nate Johnson – Absolute and pathcast is a good thing

Joe - Some don’t know county they live in 

Perception by several that technology (sirens) needs to catch up to pathcasts

Mark – New sirens capable of automatically alert by Storm-based warning area.

Concern about overuse of sirens and ultimate desensitization

If Tornado no longer expected, downgrade to SVR

Tom – Suggest same color for crawls among all TV stations in the KC area. 

Identifying Workshop Outcomes that Benefit us All…Breakout Group
Green Group

Mark – How do we continue and nurture IWT and relationships and put into practice?

Need to include areas not represented

Need to inform weather spotters

· Espotter

· Needs survey

SEMA Region Meeting

Sociological understanding of public response to warnings

Need agreement of warning definitions

Perception that people don’t understand watch/warning methodology
Focus educational efforts with Media and EM community

· Early education

· Improve pubic awareness – StormReady, group outreach, Mid American Regional Council, SKYPE, Twitter
Activation of outdoor warnings…Criteria?

Establish IWT Committee
Assess societal impacts of warnings, where do fatalities and injuries occur.  Reference Walker Ashley paper.

Sheltering Issues…manufactured homes, vehicles, public shelters
Improve the message
Increase use of NWSChat

Personal Responsibility
Merge research with educational practice.

Coordinated…best possible unified message

Red Group

Coordinated warnings

Siren issues…public education necessary

NWSChat.

SVR issue…St. Louis headline solution

StormReady

 Blue Group
Better communication – NWSChat

Siren policies

Education – Collaborative effort

Warnings

