
30-Hour TAF

What it means to you!

It’s COMING!!!



Introducing the new 30-Hour TAF 
Format

• At 0000 UTC November 5, 2008 the TAF 
format will change worldwide.

• Format of all NWS TAFs will change to 
conform to the new international standard.

• TAFs for the following airports will have valid 
times extended to 30 hours:



Airports with TAFs Covering 30-Hours
• KATL Atlanta Intl 
• KBDL  Bradley Intl
• KBOS Logan Intl 
• KBWI  Baltimore-Washington Intl
• KCLE Cleveland Hopkins Intl
• KCVG Covington/Cincinnati
• KDEN Denver Intl
• KDFW  Dallas/Fort Worth Intl
• KDTW  Detroit 
• KEWR  Newark Liberty Intl 
• KIAD Washington Dulles Intl
• KIAH Houston – George Bush Intl 
• KIND Indianapolis Intl
• KJFK John F. Kennedy Intl 
• KLAX Los Angeles Intl
• KMKE General Mitchell Intl

• KMSP Minneapolis-St Paul Intl
• KOAK  Oakland Intl
• KONT  Ontario Intl 
• KORD Chicago-O’Hare Intl
• KPHL   Philadelphia Intl
• KPIT Pittsburgh Intl
• KSAN   San Diego Intl 
• KSDF   Louisville Intl 
• KSEA   Seattle-Tacoma Intl
• KSFO   San Francisco Intl 
• KSLC    Salt Lake City Intl
• KSTL    Lambert-St Louis Intl
• KSWF   Stewart Intl
• PANC    Anchorage Intl 
• PHNL    Honolulu Intl
• PAFA    Fairbanks Intl

The 30 hour forecast is to accommodate airlines that fly long-haul international flights.



Decoding the 30-Hour TAF Format
• 30-Hour Format Applies to all TAFs 

regardless of Valid Period
• The change: add the date to each time group.

– Date/time groups include TAF valid period and 
forecast changes

– Initial time, TEMPO or PROB: ddhh/ddhh (hour)
– FM groups: ddhhmm (hour and minutes)
– KLAF, KHUF, KBMG will remain 24 hour 

forecasts but the FORMAT changes
– KIND will be a 30 hour forecast & format change



Example: present format v 30-Hr format
Highlighted text shows the changes

KHUF 061131Z 061212 22015G24KT P6SM SCT250 
FM1900 21015KT P6SM FEW250 
FM0000 17010KT P6SM SKC 
FM0600 18014G21KT P6SM BKN050

KHUF 061131Z 0612/0712 22015G24KT P6SM SCT250 
FM061900 21015KT P6SM FEW250 
FM070000 17010KT P6SM SKC 
FM070600 18014G21KT P6SM BKN050



Example: present format v 30-Hr format
Highlighted text shows the changes

KBMG 061131Z 061212 11005KT P6SM SCT150 
TEMPO 1214 4SM BR 
FM1600 26008KT P6SM BKN060 
FM1900 29017KT 6SM -SHRA BKN040 OVC060
PROB30 2001  3SM TSRA BKN035CB

FM0200 26009KT P6SM SCT060 

KBMG 061131Z 0612/0712 11005KT P6SM SCT150 
TEMPO 0612/0614 4SM BR 
FM061600 26008KT P6SM BKN060 
FM061900 29017KT 6SM -SHRA BKN040 OVC060
PROB30 0620/0701 3SM TSRA BKN035CB 
FM070200 26009KT P6SM SCT060 

Don’t forget the
date change when you 
cross the 00Z 
timeframe.



AMD LTD TO…
Current
Format

Ex. Of Current Format New Format Ex. Of New Format

TIL hhZ AMD LTD TO CLD VIS 
AND WIND TIL 13Z

TIL D1hhmm AMD LTD TO CLD VIS
AND WIND TIL 241300

01Z-13Z AMD LTD TO CLD VIS
AND WIND 01Z-13Z

D1hh/D1hh AMD LTD TO CLD VIS 
AND WIND 2401/2413

TAF examples are on the following pages

Some sites cross two different days (D1/D2) and will use the D1/D2 designation.
Since we do not cross days, we will use D1 exclusively.  D1=the day of the month 
which is the 24th in the above examples.



Example: present format v 30-Hr format
Highlighted text shows the changes

KLAF 241725Z 241818 15008KT 5SM -SHRA BKN050 OVC060
TEMPO 1516 VRB12G18KT 1SM +TSRAGR BKN020CB

FM1700 16008KT P6SM SCT040 BKN120 
AMD LTD TO CLD VIS AND WIND 01Z-13Z 

KLAF 241455Z 2418/2518 15008KT 5SM -SHRA BKN050 OVC060
TEMPO 2415/2416 VRB12G18KT 1SM +TSRAGR BKN020CB

FM241700 16008KT P6SM SCT040 BKN120 
AMD LTD TO CLD VIS AND WIND 2501/2513



KLAF 241725Z 241818 15008KT 5SM -SHRA BKN050 OVC060
TEMPO 1516 VRB12G18KT 1SM +TSRAGR BKN020CB

FM1700 16008KT P6SM SCT040 BKN120 
AMD LTD TO CLD VIS AND WIND TIL 13Z 

KLAF 241455Z 2418/2518 15008KT 5SM -SHRA BKN050 OVC060
TEMPO 2415/2416 VRB12G18KT 1SM +TSRAGR BKN020CB

FM241700 16008KT P6SM SCT040 BKN120 
AMD LTD TO CLD VIS AND WIND TIL 251300

Example: present format v 30-Hr format
Highlighted text shows the changes



Example: present format v 30-Hr format
KIND IS OUR ONLY 30 HOUR SITE!

KIND 161125Z 161212 21010KT P6SM FEW150
FM1400 VRB05KT P6SM SKC 
FM2000 07008KT P6SM FEW090 FEW150
FM2200 12013KT P6SM VCTS SCT090CB SCT150 
TEMPO 2303 VRB15G30KT BKN090CB

FM0400 17011KT P6SM SCT090 BKN150
FM0700 21008KT P6SM SCT150 

KIND 161125Z 1612/1718 21010KT P6SM FEW150
FM161400 VRB05KT P6SM SKC 
FM162000 07008KT P6SM FEW090 FEW150
FM162200 12013KT P6SM VCTS SCT090CB SCT150 
TEMPO 1623/1703 VRB15G30KT BKN090CB

FM170400 17011KT P6SM SCT090 BKN150
FM170700 21008KT P6SM SCT150
FM171400 VRB05KT P6SM FEW150



TAF 
KXXX 241732Z 2418/2524 11006KT 4SM -SHRA BKN030

FM242300 22006KT 3SM -SHRA OVC030 PROB30 2504/2506 VRB20G35KT 
1SM TSRA BKN015CB

FM 250600 250010KT 4SM –SHRA OVC050
TEMPO 2508/2511 2SM –SHRA OVC030=

Valid date of TAF
24th at 1800 UTC through 25th at 2400 UTC

Date of FM group
24th at 2300 UTC

Date of PROB30 Group
25th at 0400 UTC through 25th at 0600 UTC

Date of TEMPO Group
25th at 0800 UTC through 25th at 1100 UTC

New TAF Format
Effective 1800 UTC 5 November 2008

The new TAF format will include a date with every time group.  This will 
meet the new international standard.  
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