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...2008 National Flood Safety Awareness Week... 
 
The National Weather Service’s annual Flood Safety Awareness Week campaign comes to an 
end today. 
 
The final topic for this week is flood safety. 
 
Based on a 30 year period, floods are the deadliest weather related killer in the United States, 
averaging over 100 deaths per year.  The most frightening aspect is that most flood related deaths 
occur when people drive onto flooded roadways or simply walk through moving water. 
 
Flooding can occur nationwide.  As little as six inches of quick moving water can knock a person 
off their feet.  A water depth of two feet can float most automobiles, including trucks and sport 
utility vehicles.  While most floods cannot be prevented, there are simple steps you can take to 
protect your life and property. 
 
The following are safety tips you can use to help protect yourself in case of a flood. 
 

• If flooding occurs, get to higher ground and stay away from areas that are subject to 
flooding. 

 
• Do not allow anyone to walk or play near high water, storm drains, or ditches.  Hidden 

dangers could lie beneath the water. 
 

• Flooded roads could have significant damage hidden by the water.  Never drive across 
floodwaters or flooded roads.  Never ignore barricades, as they are placed there for your 
protection. 

 
• Do not camp or park your vehicle along streams or washes, particularly when threatening 

weather conditions exist.  
 

• Be especially cautious at night when it is much more difficult to recognize flood dangers. 
 
Additional information about Flood Safety Awareness Week is available at 
WWW.FLOODSAFETY.NOAA.GOV. 
 


